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DOMINION RESOURCES NEW PRIMARY SPONSOR FOR VIRGINIA ENVIROTHON
A $42,000 annual grant has made Dominion Resources the primary state sponsor for Envirothon, a natural resources competition for high school students.  The grant was made through The Dominion Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Dominion Resources.  The multinational firm Canon, a leader in photographic and printing systems, remains the overall sponsor for this international tournament.  

Envirothon consists of five “in-the-field” test stations – soils, wildlife, aquatics, forestry and a current environmental issue – where teams answer questions in both written and hands-on formats. During an oral presentation, teams brief their solution to a current environmental issue before industry and natural resource professionals who serve as judges. The issue for the 2012 Dominion Resources Envirothon is “Nonpoint Source Pollution/Low Impact Development.”
Envirothon is run by the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD) and Virginia’s 47 Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  Previously, Envirothon funding was provided by the VASWCD, the Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund, the Virginia Chapter of Soil and Water Conservation Society, the Virginia Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, Sovereign Paving Inc, Virginia Credit Union and the Canon Envirothon.  Funding from these other sponsors will now be invested in the expansion of the Envirothon goals through complementary educational programs.  Major opportunities include Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences for students of all ages throughout Virginia and VASWCD’s Youth Conservation Camp, a week long summer camp for Virginia’s High School students interested in natural resource conservation.  

“I am very pleased that Dominion is partnering with the VASWCD to sponsor the Virginia Envirothon,” said Cindy Balderson, Philanthropy Manager for Dominion Power and The Dominion Foundation.   “We believe the students’ participation in Envirothon activities will prepare them for college and beyond, as they study environmental issues and become advocates and stewards of our natural resources.”  VASWCD President Ed Overton echoed Balderson’s opinion, stating “These students are passionate, dedicated and bright and the Envirothon competition fosters their learning in a unique way that makes me confident in our next generation of decision makers in the environmental field.”
Fueled by Dominion Resource’s generous sponsorship, the 2012 Envirothon already seems likely to be the largest and most competitive in the tourney’s 17 year history in Virginia.   Individuals interested in volunteering or learning more about starting an Envirothon team at their high school, 4-H, FFA, Ecology club or home school group, should contact their local Soil and Water Conservation District or the VASWCD at (804) 559-0324. 
 
###

The Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD) is a private nonprofit association of 47 soil and water conservation districts in Virginia and is classified accordingly as a 501(c)(5). It is a voluntary, nongovernmental association of Virginia's districts.

The VASWCD provides and promotes leadership in the conservation of natural resources through stewardship and education programs. Our mission is to serve and strengthen soil & water conservation districts in the stewardship of natural resources.

The VASWCD Educational Foundation is nonprofit and classified as a 501(c)(3) organization that was established in 1990. Funding for additional activities such as Envirothon is provided through donations made by individuals, corporations, organizations and other foundations. Contributions to the VASWCD Educational Foundation are used to support educational efforts within the Commonwealth.
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